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SPAIN'S LAST COLONIES.

THE PITIFUL REMNANTS OF AN EMPIRE
ON WHICH ONCE THE SUN
NEVER SET.

BARLY GENIUS OF THE SPANISH PROVLE—THE
EMPIRE OF CHARLES AND PHILIP-ITS
RAPID DECLINE—HOW EUROPEAN KING
MIAMIS AND
WERE LOST—CUBA AND THE
PHILIPPINES  PRACTI
CALLY ALL THAT
ARE  NOW
LEPT.

AMERICAN COLONIESR

The time s well-nigh ripe for agother Gibbon,
An empire founded upon the ruins of Rome, and
once comparable with the latter in all lts glory,
has passed through various stages of decline and
now seems hastening to its utter fall. Indeed,
as an empire it has already perished. Nothing
now remains but the supine and impoverished
mother country and a few scattered remnants
of the once world-wide realtm—those remnants
distributed In every guarter of the globe, Onee
Spain dominated all Earope and claimed half of
Africa, all of America, and a commanding place

it had a vast though indefinite domain—all that
the Portuguese adventurera had selzed upon; in
Asla the splendid Philippine archipelago and
various other holdings on Islands and malnland;
and in America, everything south of Savannah
on the east and San Francisco on the west—the
shores of the Gulf, the Caribbean lslands, Mex|-
co, Central America, and the entire South Ameri-
can contlnent. Moreover, it had the finest army
and navy In the world, and some of the ablest
soldiers, sallors and statesmen; and the mines
of the western world poured into its treasury
such wealth of gold and silver as even anclent
Ophir had not known.

THE BEGINNING OF THE END.

The year 1380, we may say, marked the zenith
of the Spanish power, though to the beginning
of the seventeenth century there was but little
decline.  Of all Europe, only one nation dared
serlously to challenge its supremacy. But that
one did, An English captain ventured to “singe
the King of Bpain's beard” and to play havoo
with his argosies in the South Sea, Then came
the destruction of \the Great Armada, the first
fatal blow at the world-wide powar. Therenfter
the fall was steady, swift and hopeless. Nor
were the blows all struck by forelgn foes. In
her tyrant kings Spain had her own worst foea,
They had done her vast harm a century or more
before, when they expelled the Jews, the best
tradesmen and scholars of the nation, Now
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in Asfa. To-day she ls scarcely a third-class
Power in Europe, 1= the least of all foreign land-
holders in Africa, and seex the lagt of her Ameri-
can and Asian possessions slipping from her
ETAasp.

No empire ever liegan It course with higher
promise than did Spain. The peninsula ig sin-
gularly favored by nature. Its climate is g nial,
its soll well watered and fertile and abounding
in useful and precious metals, I1ts geographical
position gives It command of entrance to and
exit from the Mediterranean, an ample frontage
on both that sea and the Atlantie, ready accocss
to all the lands of Southern Hurope, and close
connection with Africa. Nor were jts people for-
merly unwaorthy of their environment and op-
portunities. The autochthones were prohably
superior to their neighbors, the 1ts and Gauls,
heyond the Pyrenecs. At any rate, when some
of these latter came down and mingled with
them. the Celtiberlans were supéerior 1o the
Celts. Who were the autochthonous lberians?
Perhaps the Basques are their unmiscegenated
descendants. 1f not, then who are the Dasques?
Naither Japhetie nor Semitle, the ethnologist and
Hngulst would say. nor yet Hametic: perhaps
the sole deseendants of gome antediluvian an-
cestor not taken into the Ark. Certainly their
language comes from no rontstock elsewhere
known, It is the speech Adam and Eve had In
tha Garden, says one, It was brought to Spain
Ly Tubal hefore the confusion of tongues at
Babel, says another. It fs the language of the
angels, sava n third, which the devil onee tried
to learn, bot mastering only three words in seven
years abandoned in despatr. No wonder f, as
says a fourth, in it you spell a word Salomon
and pronmunce it Neburhadnezzar,

But however good the original stock, the ad-
vantages of a composite or cosmopoliton popu-
latlon were presently added. First came the
Celts; as we have already seen. Then Phoend-
cla. Egypt and Greece successively added their
quotas. Next came the Carthaginians, the most
liberal contributors yet, and then, because of
them, the Romans. The latter found the Iheri-
ans far more diMcult 1o subdue than any of the
purely Celtic tribes It was an inch-by-inch
struggle over the whole pendnsula, not completend
until the time of Augustus Caesar. Then Spaln
became more Roman, if possible, than Rome it-
self, Italinn and lhervian fraternizing, intermae-
rying, commingling leyond possibility of pre-
gerving traees of the separate straing  The 1t
ernture and arts of Rome there attained their

woll-pigh  best development.  Spain gave 10
Home in arma and letters guch 1 s oag those
of ‘Trajan, Martial, Lucan, Seneca, and Quln-

titian, while the names of Leon (Leglo), Sara-
gossa (Caesar Augusty), Pampeluna (Pompelop-
olis), Merlda (Emerita Augusta), and fiany
others still tell in Spain the tale of ancient Latin
glory. Then eame the conquerors of the con-
quering Romans, the Goths and thelr allics The
Huevl establighed themselves in Lusitania, the

Vandals made their home in and gave thelr
name to Andalusia, and the Visigoths set up a
kingdom which outlasted all its contemporaries
of like origin. These added 1o the already mixe a
Wlood a virile Northern tincture, and then in
turn yvielded to a contribution from the South
and Bast, brought thither by the Moors. With
guch forbears the Spaniard of to-day is well en-
tliled to be called “hidalgn’—*the son of snme-
Lindy."

A WORLD-WIDE EMPIRFE.

Such was the composition of the Nation which
for many years dominated the whaole continent
of Furope, and founded the first Empire upon
which it could truly be sald the sun never set,
The fifteenth century saw its rise, when famous
navigators went out toward all the corners of
the earth to find new worlds. Vasco da Gama
and Magellan may be claimed for Spain, the lat-
tér because he was actually in her service, the
former because Portugal and all s findings
presently became an appanage af Spaln,  Great-
ext of all, however, was Columbus. who indeed
discovered “a New World for Leon and Castile”
and whose great adventure called forth from
Pape Alexander VI the famous “Hull of Puarti-
tion,” of May 4, 14, which gave to Spain all
the lands of the earth not already possessed hy
a Christian prince, Iylug west of a line crawn
north and south, from pole to pole, a hundred
leagues west of the Azores. True, the French
and the DBritish disregarded the Holy Father's
decree, and presently bhegan making ralds and
even establishing colonles beyond the forbldiden
line, apd after a time such men as Hawkins,
Drake and Oxenham took to disputing Spanish
sovereignty wherever they found it. But for a
long time Spain held her sway over the hulk of
the Western Hemisphere.

The history of Charles 1 of Spain, who was
Thartes V, Emperor of Germuny, wus the history
of all Europe. The history of his son Philip 11
was the history of the whole known world.  For
under the former, Spanish authority was dom-
inant throughout the German cities and duke-
domg—the Holy Roman Empire; and though
Charles falled broken-heartedly in his great
Echeme of makipg hix #on his sucecssor and the
Imperial dignity thereafter hereditary In his line,
he yet left to Philip & realm compared with which
that of Charlemagne or of Napoleon seemed mca-
Ere Indeed, For under that despot the Spuanish
Empire included the whole Iberlun Peninsula
ind the Balearics, Housslllon and Ceérdagne north
of the Pyrenees, the island of Sardinia, Siclly,
Naples and Milan, Franche-Comté, Holland and
Belgium, anaq, practically speaking, Austria,

ie, Hungary and Transylvania. In Africa
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they expelled the Moorg, tan, and thus deprived
the country of its best industrial class. Philip 11
had lssued heartless edicts against them, but his
successor in 1600 ruthlessly drove them all into
exile and poverty. The work was done with
studied brutality. Half a million of the maost
worthy people of Spain were expatriated, 1In
that deed the domestie industries of the country
received a blow from which they have never re-
eovered. Soldiers, priests, and an ignorant and
luzy peasantry were all that were left,

In the mean time other troubles were brewing
abroad. The Netherlands first revolted and
formed the United Provinees in 1600, Nor was
that all. The sturdy Dutchmen a few years lajer
destroyed what remnants remained of the Span-
i=h Navy, and in 1643, at Rocroy, the Spanish in-

| Western Hemisphers,

escaped into the neighboring provines of New-
Granada.

In September, 1812, Bolivar fled to New-Grana-
da. In October he recentered Venezuela with S0
men, declaring war to the knife agalnst Spain
Victory followed victory. In August, 1813, he -
entered Caracas in triumph. Then came reverses,
and he had to flee to Jamajon. For some years
maore the struggle went on, until 1821, when News
Granada and Venezuela were united as an inde-
pendent Republic under the name of Colombia,
the last of the Spanish troops heing driven out in
1824, Ecuador was added the republic in
1822, Peru formed another State in 18205 under
the name of Bolivia, Pern itgelf—and Chill nlsd,
thanks to the genius of Dundonald—becoming in-
dependent in 1824, Mexico threw off the yoke of
Bpaln in 1821, and Guatemuala—then Including
all Central America—in 1822, Nor did the prov-
Inces on the Plat~ River lag behind. Paraguay,
indeed, was fArst of all to win her independence, in
1814, Uruguay followed in the same year, and the
Argentine Confederation, after a ten years war,
in 1824, Brazil had been lost to Spain in the se-
cesslon of Portugal, and Florida was ceded to the
United States in IS, Thus, In the flrst quarter
of this century, the entive Spanlsh Emplre in the
gave anly the i=lands of
Cuba and Porto Rico, was forever lost to the de-
clinlng monarchy.

CUBA AND PORTO -RICO

The last of Epain’s holdings In America was the
first, or the first but one, that she acquired. Coe
lumbus sighted land on September 25, 402, and
actually landed on Ootober 12, Then, on Octoher
25, he sighted Cuba, which he supposed to be the
eastern shore of Asin. “This,” he wrote in his
Journal of that day, “Is the most hesutiful fand
ever behold by human eves” Beautiful it was,

to

and sceupled by a pes L amiable folk. These
the Spaniards p ¥ exterminated with all
possible accessories of torture—a half-milllon
people butchered in hailf a contury. Simee there

was no gold In the Isiand, Cuba was neglected
and Ignored for many years, But the Spanish
colonized It and ulthmately found that its sugar
plantations and tobaceo flelds were nmoore profita-
ble than gold mines.  For two centuries it has
proved the most valuable of all Spain’s posses-
gions—in fact, the chief support of that bankrupt
nation,

But Cuba grew restless under the plundering
and Mundering of Spain, and carly in this con-
tury began fo grope pbont fir a path to freedom,
Rebellion after rebellion arose, only to be guelled
ruthlegsly. A passage in an English paper In Au-
gust, 18G5, sayvs: “Cuba is the Turkey of trans-
atlantle politles, tottering to its fall, and Kept
from falllng only by the strogeles of those who
contend for the right of catching her in hor de-
poent.” That was seventy-one years ago. The
Cuban Captain-General's proclamation in 1860,
commenting on an attempled revolt agalnst the
despotism of Ferdinand VIL who abollshed the
Constitution and restored the Inguisition, de-
clares: “This happy land, the abode of peacs,
plenty and loxalty, presents to the world o sirik-
ing contrast: enjoving, under the mild govern-
ment of her King, all the blessings which spring

from security of property, the uninterrupied
progress of the arts, education and sefence, while
ravolutions, factions, discord amd aparchy have

established their empire in the rebellions prov-
inces. . .. . Some of them . . have been mished
by fallactous theorles, ignorant of the lrresistible
arguments baged upon o 2hmple comparison Le-
tween the st of the Bver-Falthful Isle of Cuba
and the deplorable state of the Continent

Madmen! Al men of sense in this izland ane
falthful to the King, our Muaster . whose
heart never throbe with pleasare except when
contemplating you as contentsd and happy

There were s ore of rehellions in Cuba be-

fore the Ten Yenrs' War, which is stlll fresh in
memory. And now anather and more determined
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fantry, hitherta Invincible, was heaten and for-
ever hroken, Portugal and her vast possessions
in three continents were lost In 1640, Naples re-
volted in BN, under the famous fisherman
kEnown to hig eomrades and on the operatic stage
as Masanicllo. He was pssassinated by hravos
in the hire of Spaln, and after a long struggle the
rehellion was suppressed. But 8pain’s hold on
the Siollles, onee loosened, was never
strong again. France selzed the provinees north
of the Pyrences and Franche Comté,

twn “i

to Spain, and the last Spanish king of the Aus-
trian dvnasty, at the cloge of the seventeenth
coentury, saw his realm the prey of whichever of
the Great Powers could lay handz upon it most
readily, and left it unable to estahlish its own
goverelen without foreigpn nld.

Faually disastrous were those times in the col-
onies, The Dutch, French and English selzed
foothold in the Guianas, and then helped them-
selves, one after another, to the smaller islands
in the Caribhean Sea. By the time of the Dutch
war of 1665 the pretensfons of Spain to universal
ownership in these reglons were wholly ignored,
and there was put into operation

wrhe good old rule—the simple plan,
That they should tuke wha have the power,
And they should keep who can’

i1 that year Cromwell's Englishmen gelzed Ja-
males, The French first took Tortuga, and thence
sent out filibusters, who presently drove the
Spanizh out of Hayvtl—Hispaniola, Little Spain—
and made it a French province, Even  Havana
was attavked more than once. Drake had a fruit-
less venture at it, Penn and Venables, who took
Jamaica, tried o take it but failed England did
storm the forts in 1700, and held the city a few
years, then gave it bhack to Spain. By the end
of that century Trinidad, too, was snatehed away
and Spain's commeree with the Amevican vol-
onjes substantially destpoyed. England came to
her ald at home in the Napoleonle wars, and then
France in turn helped the wretched Ferdinand
V11 to hold his throne,

THE PPABSING OF AN EMPIRE,

In the early years of the present century Span-
{sh misgovernment in the South American colo-
nies, long-continued, began to bear Its certain
fruit, Secret societles were formed, which had
for their object the throwing off of the Spanish
enke. The chief founder and promoter of these
was a Spanish Creole of Venezuela, Francisco
Miranda by name  He had served under Wash-
fngton In the American Revolution, and had be-
come thoroughly imbued with the apirit of 1ib-
erty and with the principles of republicanism.
What had Leen done in North America could, he
thought, be done In South America. He there-
fore formed, in London, since {t could not sufely
he done at Caracas, the “Gran Reunlon Amerl-
cana” Into this Bolivar and San Martin were
inltiated. For some years Miranda muade oeca-
slonal but futile attempts &t revolution, in one of
which he engaged the ihterest af the great Dun-
donald. Nothing of Importance was achieved,
however, untll April 19, 1810, when Caracas
apenly rose against ity Spanish Governor, Miran-
di and Beloar heading the revolt, Two years of
conflict tollowed, not promising for the Insur-
gentg, Then came an earthquake. It destroyed
Caracas, killing a number of prople.  The super-
siitlous tronps of the insurgents thought it was
an omen, threw down their arms, deserted or
surpendered, and ihe rebelllon was at an end
Miranda was captured, taken to Spaln and died
in prison—murdered, It may be surmised. Bollvar

All an- |
thorlty in the CGerman States had long hieen lost |

ITAVANA
rovolt is under way, hopeful of eni 4
The very garrigon of Havina Itself can now o
the work of the rebels in “the lng hlazing
villages, red In the midmight " Havana is
snld. Froude, a2 city ol winve®, gz  (houch
Burwos or Valludolld hod Heen trangportsd from
Cestile tothe shore of the Carthibean: The 'uban
Croales, too, are hldalgox of the hidelzox the

very noblest of the Spanish v Such ure the
Iast calonial subjects of the Spanish Crown, nos

grasping with herole hands at the long-cavetol |
pdee of freedom and independence, The smaller
U island of Porto Rico, which, with Cubn, makes
up the remnant 4 s Empire in Ameria

commands hut & It s oty -

bisen  ealupless, Individuality niol s
It hangs upon the tate of Caba, and when the

seven others of considerable size, and uncounted
hundreds of smaller ones, down to the merest
dot, of verdurous rock on the sea, They are all
made of voleanle rock and coral, and abound In
valuable minerals. The climate is tropical, but
the helght of the mountains and plateaus makes
It endurable to Europeans. The total area af
land Is H,000 square miles, and the population
some SO, The flora  is  wonderfully
profuse, comprising teak, sandal and camphor
trees, palme, tea, a vast varlety of spiees and
verfume-bearing flowers, rice, and the famous
manila hemp, The fauna shows no dangarous
beagts of prey save the creeodile. There are
buftaloes, plgs, antelopes, and monkeys angd
lereurs galore, As for the people, they are as
much mixed as those of Spain itself. Negritos
were probably autochthonous. Then Polynesians
ciame In, and then Malays., Chinese also came
In great numbers, wd of late years the
Japanese have been flocking, with intent, it may
well be, to possess the ista ul, when the Spanish
expelled.  The Spanish population s very
L. Industry and commerce are conglderalle,

81
There wre steamship lines, railroads, telegraphs
and eables, and a foreign trade of SGO000,000 a

Veur,

Muanlla Is a splendid city, set on the margin of
one of the finest harbors In the world. Tt has af
ancient fortress, fine churches, a gay parade, busy
ptrects and canals, parks and palaces, hotels and
theatres, The inhalntants are an amiable and
handsome race. They dress in semi-European
gark, of cloth made of the fine hemp fibre, or of
thee still more exquisite pineapple silk.  Thelr
dwellings are neat and orderly, almost invarfably
adorned with eolored pleturcs of the Madonna
and some of the saints,  Music everywhere
abounds, Never was a people more given up to it.
Fvery unie plays some Instrument, and on feast
dave and holldays brass bands are plentiful as
Iackberries, while HHuminatlons, decorations and
general merrvmaking, unmarred by drunkennesa
or rowdyism, surpass anything of the kind to be
found elaswhere in the world. The people would
have made thig a model colony if only some meas-
tre of Just and generous government had been
given to them.

SOME MINOR REMNANTS,

Resldes these, what is left to Spain? Thers are
the Canaries. but they are, llke the Balearics,
reckoned admindstratively a part of Spaln [tself,
and not as eolonles. The Sulus are really a part
of the Philippine group. There are the Carolines,
with 22000 population, in tne Western Pacifle.
They have belonged to Spain for centuries, bhut
were long =0 neglected that Germany raised her
fag over them a fow vears back. Spaln protested,
with me vmor, and the Pope, s arbitrator,
sustalned ner title to them,  But, all told, they are
not worth the firing of a six-pound shot,

Still less significant are the neighboring La-
drones, or Mariana Islands, one of the most
worthless groups in Polynesia. Least of all, the
Pelews, also in that reglon, In Africa there Is
the degert coast from Caps Juby to Cape Blanco,
of some little value, perhaps, to the fishermen of
the Canaries. Spaln claims a4 protectorate over
it, but France owns all the “hinterland,” and the
const I nd barren as rock and sand can make it
She clalms, too, a portion of the French Congo,

from the Campo to the Munl River—a clatm
which France denies ind which will ne be al-
lowed, Fernando Po she dees own, an island off

the coast of the Cameroons, and also the tiny isle
of Annobon, M0 miles to the southwest. Add to
these a bit of la on Corisco Bay, Ifal, and
Ceuta, the last o mere fortress and prison, and
we hivve the extent of her holdings on the Dark
Continent. Al of them put together, and all the
Polynesian istands added, would not make one
fair provines. Yet, apart from Cuba and Porto
Rico and the Phitippines, now in fierce and prob-
ally final revolt, these are all that are left.
HOW RUIN CAME,

The cause of 2paln’s decline resides in the
genlus of her people. The eclements that have
given them distinetlon have also caused thelr
risln.  Flrat, pride. Not a noble, generous pride,
shough, Indesd, there have boen flaghes of that,
but a narrow, seltish and intolerant passion, it
nelther to rule nor to obey. There is one fine
momory, of the Cortes, In LS, and lis deallngs
with a despotic King. It voted one tax he asked
for, but added, as a sort of “rider’” on the appro-
priation bill, the declaration that if he should give
ordera to ralge another tax without the authority
of the Cortes, “hig or & should be obeyved, but
not executed!” Remembered, too, are the proud
Jullges of Aragon, who in the fourteenth century
touk this oath before the King: “We, who indl-
vidually are worth as much as thoi, and who to.
gether are worth more than thou, will obey thes

If thou art falthful to the conditlons Imposed
upon th but if not, notl"

That spirit is no mors, Instead, the splrit pre-
valle thiat expelled the Jewa and the Moors,

through sheer arrogance and bigotry: the spirit
thint reckoned each colonial provinee not an equal
member of the commen Emplire, but an Inferlor
thing, e worked to the uttermost for the sole
profit of Spain, That has baen the story of every
enlony and the speret of every colony's revolt,
A= in onre day in Ciha, g0 In the past in Pery, In
Mesteo, It New Granada, In Buenos Avres. The
Vieerovs were appointed by the King, and served
Wit alone. The provinees nnder them wers treat-
ed as conquered allens Al the subordipate offi-
pors were imported from Spain. No eolonist wis
reckoned worthy of recognition.  Of 170 Vieerpys
who in three centuriea puled South Amerien, only
four were natives of that continent. Of #10 Cap-
talps-Gieneral and Governors, only fourteen were
of colonlal birth.

In Cuba only the Spanish “carpet-hageers™ ara
allowed to vote or hold office. In one sample dis-
telet, Guines, there are L0 inhabitants. Only
SURY of  these wre Spaniards; all the rest are
Croales, Yet on the poll st are the names of 4n)
of tormer, and only 42 of the latter, Elghty
per cent of the Spunlards may vote, but only one-
fourth of 1 per cent of the Cubans,  So, In the
nigh Cortes, the Cuban representatives have
but Peninsula :ipunt.-u'ds;;

Spa
niat been Cubans at all,
1w or three, at most six, Creoles being admit "
fByven in local government the same rule holils
gand,  OFf thirty-six Aldermen In Havana, only
e wore Cubians: the other thirty-one were from
Spuin. In Giines thecs wis not one Cuban, And
s aliovier the dzland, Of the last twenty Governors
of Matanzas, clghtéen have heen Spaniards and
two Cubans. The same s true in all administra-
tive offices, down to the smallest clerkships.. All
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Slives-Paithful Isle” Ig free, the “Rich Port”
will alsu e froe.

THE PHILIPFINES,
Columbus  declared Cuba to be  the most
peantiful land  ever scen by human eYes
Magellan  coulid scarcely  have given  hleher

pralse to the Isiunds he discovered on Mareh 15,

1521, Yet could he have done so they would
have deserved It tor there Is no loyeller group
of islands In the worid than the PRilppines
Mugellan discovered them on the  on great

voynge which he undertook for Spain, the first
clreumnavigation of the globe, which he did not
Iive complets, He  diseovered the
which hears his name thouh he gave it
of the Eleven Virgins;

Lo srrait

name Thougand then

1'-ru»m-rl the Pacittc Ocean, stopping ot and tak-

in possession of the Ladrones Iglands, and
finally reaching Tamar, of the Philippine
gregp, He took possession of the wkhole archl-
pelago in the name of the King of Spain, and
entered forthwith upon the work of subduine
and conclllating the natdves. In that he was ot

fine

first  eminently  successful, hig methods far
ather than those of the conquerors of  Cula
and Peru. But a few weeks later he fell into

an ambascade of hostile Malays on Maltan, and
wiss killed with a polsoned areow. Nevertheless,

his work remalned, and the Phillfplnes huve
belerged to Spaln from that day to the present

The Philippines form an important (ink in
the greal voleanie mountaln range lving off the
Astan coast—Kamchatka, the Kurlles, Joapin,
Formosa, the Philippines, Borneo, Java. There

are two large Islapds, Luzon and Mindanaho,

the |
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are filled with Importations from Spain.  The
ahle, rvich, patriotlc colonials are utterly tenored.
It 1% no wondes, then, that the latter looked on
with indifference when Spain was in trouble, and
selged an carly opportunity of securing their own
Independence. “That is the secret of Spain's de-
ey, of her loss of emplre, of her fall from the
foremost place among the world’s great nations
1o & third or fourth rank among the minor Btates,

THE SYAKE SWALLOWING OPERATION,

The Indlanapolg Journal
following 15 an interesting paragraph in a
lettor sent to friends here by Harey Hamond,
formerly of this clty, who ls now mbking his home
in. Flarida
"ll'.-ul.u 1t Lhe good lack to see a curlous sight,
srnke killing and swallowing another,
of the scefe just as a 'king' snake
was killing n blucksanake, i a Hitle over three
fret lung.  THe king was thed il eobled around the
black, and the latter's tadl could Just wiggle After
W minites, during which the King tied himself
mant curious Knots and rin hts head up and

From

n fe
In the

duwn his vietim'= writhing body, biting It hers and

there s If examining his supper, he turned to the
binek's hedd, gave {8 4 preliminary bite, and then
slawly procesded to take the bilwekanake into camp.
It sevmed Impossible that Ne conld swallow i Ena ke
ax long and as brge as himsell, bot he did. This
i how ke J14:

H yuld streteh his head as far as possible,
his teeth hooked in his victim's scales, then
v I bonly up tiil it was In wrinkles ot his neck
for some way down, then lose his teeth hold

and siide Ja haied furward for another grip, just
as If you were puatting on & tight glove, In fact
I was the most interesting operntion 1 think |

ever witnesssd, and the king swallowed all huat
three Inches of the tall of the poor Iacksnake,
und the with that dangling fram his mouth,
glided off into the grass Wi 1 him go, as he I8

& known enemy of wattlesnakes, and often kille

e,

THE CASE OF COQUELIN

HIS RETURN TO THE COMEDIE FRAN-
CAISE AND HOW IT WAS EFFECTED.

THREE YEARS INDULGENCE FOR HIM TO PLAY

AT THE PORTE-SAINT-MARTIN AND A
HEAVY FORFEIT TO PAY.

(Coquelin the elder ls to return to @ Comédie
Frangaise, and the great Natlonnl Theatre aof
France wlill possess once more the greatest af
French comedians, The result has been brought
ahout by legal process, and denotes the end of a
long quarrel, in which not only the dramatic pro-
fesslon In France, but the department of the
French Government that is concerned with the
fostering of the drama—the Department of Public
Instruction—has taken a Hvely Interest and active
particlpation. M. Coquelin, after thirty years of
serviee in the Houss of Mollére, In which, as
everyhody knows, the chlef actors and aclresses
have w sort of co-operative Interest after a cer-
taln term of service, with a retiring pension, be-
enme Involved In a quarrel with the management.
The difculty arose over his provincial tours,
which, It appears, were undertalien contrary to
the terms of hls engagement.

In 1886 he was put upon the list of assoclates
entitled to a pension. Now, in Franee, the Gov-
ernment takes a keen interest in the detalls of
the dramntle art which Lt fosters at the public ex-
pense, and among the regulntions made to this
end Is the famous “Decree of Moscow,” promul-

COQUELIN,

gated by Napoleon I, declaring that actors whn
are assoclutes of the Théitre Frangals are for- |
bidden to aet in France beyond the limits of (ts
stage. M, Coquelin, whether to secure the fame
thiat might accrue to him from the exercise of his
genlus as o Uster' actor, untrammelled by the
rules and lUmitations of a stock company ke the
Comédie, or for the Increased Income that he
hoped  for, deelded to  lLrenk with the Na-
tional  Institution. He organizged o stock com-
pany of his own and  came to  America

He returned  to  France and  aceepted  an

engagement at the Porte-Saint-Martin  Theatre;
but the questlon of his right to act In Parls out-
side the Comédie did not at that time come to
w determination, for he was persuaded to return
th the seene of his former successes, He stayed
there almost exactly three years, when he again
broke with the Comédie, much as he had done
before, Agaln he made a suecessful visit to the
United States, and agaln he returned to Paris
with an cngagement at the Porte-Saint-Martin in
his pocket. But this time the battle was to be
fought out to the bitter ¢nd.  Could Coqguelin
alné be allowed to play at a rival theatre, when
the Thédtre Francals was lamenting his loss?

It became @ great public guestion, Not only
were the courts set at work; ministers of the Gov-
ernment were involved; the valldity of a decree of
the grept Napolepn was in guestlon; the publie
discussed; the “sociétalres” of the ThéAtre Fran-
culs met In hoated controversy: above it all and
through It all ¢ould be heard the vivacious note
of the Puris press in a chorus of reports, rumors,
comments, speculations  and Interviews,  And
finally the courts dectids that Coquelin returns to |
the Comédle Francalse, and M. Rambaud, Min- |
Ister of Publie Instruction, fixes the terms Ilpun‘
which It shall be effected.

The soclétalres, the plilars of the company ot‘
|
|
|
|

the Thédtre Francais, who are financlally inter-
ested, express deep disgust at the « weney ex-
tended to Coguelin, but the terms acurcely
for the comedian. The courts appeared to
have no alternative but to earry out the imperial
ediet of Napoleon, which they declared to be still
in effect, He was to return to the Natfonal |
Theatre, and bhe muleted in a fine. Thercupon M, |
Conuelln eame forward with a propositlon.  He |
offered to pay his former comrades of the Comédie :
the sum of 0000 francs, including the fine of .- |
|
|
1
|
|

mwre

ousy

o fraones fmposed by the Court, and to relinquish
his claim to an annual pension upon Hls retire-
ment, In return for which he asked to reeelve his
frecdom to play when where  he  pleased,
Thereupon the soclétalres had & mecting to deter-
mine the coursas In thelr erring brother's case
This moeting was, according to one of the partiel-
pants who gave an aecount of It to one of the |
Parls pupers, “somewhat incoherent.'” It was not
only a meeting of Frenchmen, but a meeting of
actors and actresses; and In fact the Informant
doulted if any one who wus there could give an

snil

exact roport of it. [t was tinally decided that |
they would be very generous and declipe the
L francs  that Coguelin  offered, except the

J0,0m) francs of fines, but that the director should |
reécelve the larger sum from him, to reiurn it on
the day he come back to the company, which they
demanded should be September 1, 1807,

But M. Coquelin declared it wos gquite Impossible |
to necept these terms, He had contracts with the |
Porte-Baint-Martin Theatre which he could not

meet in less than three yenrs, M. Rambaud was
the medintor through whom an  understanding
was reached. He was the tinal and official arbiter

In the case, but the 1teems he proposed were such |
as  both =ldes could agree to—possilile for M.
Coquelin to accept, with his existing contracts,
and granting what  the =ociétiulres  demunded,
though with an extension of the time (n which
tha actor Is to return to the company.

The Minister's decislon stunds thus: Coquelin |
shull pay the fines impo=ed by the Court, 30,000
franes, amd the costs of the proceeodings: his pen-
slon shall be suspended during the time he plays
outside the Comédie Francilse: he shall agree to
re-enter the Comédie on September 1, 1850 he shull
deposit with the director the 1900 franes which
he agreed to forfelt, upon which linterest shall bhe
pald him at the rate of 3 per cent, and which shall
he glven buck to him the day he returns to the
Camédie, otherwize it shall be added 1o the pen-
sion fumd, snd M. Coguelin shall regidn his free-
dom,

The Interview In which these condgitions were je-
cepted  wis & most agreeable one.  The minister
nsked the actor If Solomon could have determined
the question more squitably, to which M. Coquelin
replisd that he could not: and that he was all the
more rejoleed inothat the day was o festival day
for good Republicans=the 4th of September, the Re-
publie's siiver wedding day. |

With these amenities the affaler was settled
Coguelin was seen that night by a reporter as he |
Callot”™ In a

wiad  rehearsing CJaogues ravishing |
humor. HMe showed a telegram that he huad Just
recelved from Sarah Hernhard: in Lyons=: "l em-

brace yon with all my heart and am sati=tied If you
are satisfned,

Victorten Sardou had some declded views upon
the Dweoree of Moscow, upon which the case of
Coguelin wins made to hinge, That decree bears
dite of October 11, 1812 He was one of the warmest
defenders of the comedian, and hoped for a moce
favorable result than M. Claretle, director of the
Comédie, would consent to. M. Rambuaud, the min-
|gter, he thought, was put In an embarrasaing po-
witlon by the Decree of Moscow, @ telic of Imperinl-
jsm that had no ploee In o republic. Under the
empire there was the chiance of an appeal to the
absolute master who had lssued 11, and who could
nhollsh or modify at his pleasure a law that he had
mude himself, But M. Rambaud, not being Nn-
poleon, found his positlon diMeult, placed as he
wits with the Decree of Moscow on one hand and
what M. Bardou regarded ns the sentiment of jus-
tice un the other. From which it appeared that
there should he no more imperial institutions In a
republic than repubiican institutions in an empice. |
The decision is received with varfous emotions at
e Comédie jiself, where some of the socletajres
are inclined to regard It us more a victory for
Coquelin than for the Institution, and to marvel at
the result. M'hose who held an uncompromising at-
ttude and were for sticking to general principles
think that the entire responsibility =hould have
beens left to the Government. Those, on the other
hand, who were aware to whint point the ali-power-
ful friends of Coquelin were determined to defend
him, and wished him to derive [rom what they

| galse nn Incomparable virtuoso, whose

| gtund the strain much longer.

| out trouble,

L captor.
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acknowledged to be a lamentable Ineldent the mine
tmum of moral and material advantage, belleve
that he has not got off o cheaply after all. For he
must come back to the Comédle Frangalse, which
they maintain {# u punishment for him in itself, or
pay the varlous penalties imposed upon him, which
they estimate will amount to at least 200,000 france.
In the Comédie, too, the Decree of Moscow iz re=-
garded as a bane and an undesirable relle of ime

perlalism.

It was asked of one of the kading
the company, M. Le Buargy, whether Cowudm
would not be of greater service to the Interests
Art 4t tae Porte-Saint-Martin than at the Comédie,

And this was the actor's judgment:
“*pquelin has proved himself at the Tnol.urg Fran-

at
oner delleate and puissant, a master in o
word implies. He wishes to-day to pursue 8 S
ferent carcer and hecomes a great popular actor, I
don't doubt but that his achlevements at :l'lo
Porte-Salnt-Martin will be entirely worthy of
It 1=, moreaver, a great advantage to be able to
gulde o theatre in the direction one wishes to fol=
low, one's self, to favor the particeular branch of
the art that one prefers, and even to sibordinate It
to cre's own speciil talent. Coquelin is now to

members of

that pleasure. Truly, he was born under a
star; and If he is not rempted to go too far
give us some Intervsting pet formiances,

{lu there any doubt that Coguielin, at the end of
his thr eurs’ leave, will be well

¥ recelved at the
Comédic Francalse?

“He will be well received if he returns within the
poriod fixed, which we think |# too long; t
time will help us to submit with a good grace. But
1 imsgine that Coqueta will never come back
the Rue de Richelleu. He will want to reap the
rlch profits that the year of the Exposition
will ofter him at the Porte-Saint-Martin, and wil
ask for an extension of his time, The moment he
doex that, everybody will drop him, even the publie
which has applouded him, even his most ent ugins-
e com w8, even the most obliging government.

“Whutever huppens, he and his rights will be dis-
cussed with the respect and the veneratlon with
which we have surrounded the muasiers like Got,
Delannay, Mouaiet-8ully and Worms, wlmf with
tulents ns great ns his, have shown themsclves to
be possessed of the cilmest spirit anid the noblest

unsellishness.”

AN OPERATION ON A SNAKE.

SURGEONS TAKE A BLANKET OUT OF A BOA
CONSTRICTOR'S BTOMACH.

From The Kansas City Star,

On Sundiy, August 23, “The Star” told of M
Lade Harden's pet Afriean hoa constrictor “Ba/
Waving i bsent-mindedly swallowed the blanket on
wlileh it had been slecping. Since that time “Babe'
fins lidn in her box thinking the matter over and
pitting forth all her gasiric powers to diﬁest the

bla 1. Dut the hlanket, being of good, stout
Canton fannel, refused to yvield o digestion, Mldlli

mu s serions question whether or not L coul
t It was determined,
operation on

e

therefore, to perform o surgleal
“Habe' and remove the impediment.
At 9 o'clock this morning “Babe’ 3
the Unive 5 Modical Colloge ut Tenth and Camp-
bell sts., nnd plaeed on an operating table in &
ture-ronm, It was extremely lively as to the
first four feet of its body and hedvy as to the other
tour feet,  The amphitheatre was filled with med-
jou) students, doctors and visitors.  Mrs Harden
stood by “Babe,” and encouraged It to ecndure the
coming ordenl.  Dr. L. Rosenwald took off his coat,
rolled up his sleeves and announced that he was
ready to relieve “Babe' of its burden. “Pabe™ ran
its forked tongue in and out, caressing Mrs. Har-
den's cheeks and hands,  Even the medical stu-
dents shuddered
While Dr. Moore administered chloroform to
SEnbe Dr. Rosenwald drew rough plans and s -
featlons of “Babe” on the biackbonrd, and, d-
drossing the students (n technieal langunge, 0Xe
platned thit o similar operation had never been per-
formed on n snuke before, wnd that he would make
an “exploratory incision” through the nhdomi
will, the peritoneum and the stomach of the reptile,
provided it had them, and recover the blanket &1
was there.  The stulents craned their necks and
regarilidd the preparations with much interest.
TRabe” had in the menn tima responded graces
fully tn the chloroform, and was insensible. An
incivion, five inches long, was made in the belly of
the smadee und hurdly & drop of blood escaped. But
the hlanket was there amd wis drawn forth with-
It has been rolled into a clgar-sha
cxlinder about two feet long and was as hard us &
brick, It was coversd with gustric juice, which
wie futilely vn {ts work. The
hlanket looked as though it had been compres
by machinery, 1t had to be soaked In water hefore
it could be unfolded. The stomach of the snake
wils s clean as a whistle, and after the blanket
heen removed wns as cmpty as a drum. ine
stitches were made in closing the wound, and the
snike was taken out into the alley for fresh air, 1
wits soon surrounded by students, =mall boys an
colored women. In about five minutes its lungs
filled with air and ft# forked tongue ran in and out,
und Mrs, Il,u-rd--nl.! !;'!m was anxiously watching 18,
uve o slgh of rollef,
5 “1'm so elad my ‘Habe' didn't die,’" she exclalmed,
“f pouldn't spire my baby. 'd sooner have that
snike around the house than lois of men.™
senwald sald that the snake would surely
and preseribed a diet of raw eggs for It for
except

The owner of the boa eonstrictor conducts &
restpurant near Fifth and Wyandotte sts.  She got
:h-i romillli'l {rom a snike charmer who couldn’t pay
n bonrd LI,

wn# tuken to

recove
two weeks, after which it may eat anyt

| Canton fannel blankots.
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THEY ALWAYS DG,

From The Washington Times.

John R, Seott, a prominent member of the Bar in
Albany, N. Y., = registered at the Raleigh, Sald he
last evening: “A neat rejoinder was made hy Judge
Charles O. Daly, Chief Justica of the New-York Court
of Common Pleas, in a case he recently tried.

“The cnse involved a delicate question as to the
construction of a statute, and the Judge, after lo
considerution, decided the questlon in open con
giving hisn reason In a few well-spoken remarks,
which vaused a lull in the courtroom. Imm
was finally broken by the attorney for the §

party to the suit, who st up and sald, with an ale
of patronizing approval: ‘May It please Your Ho .
I, for one, entirely agree with you.' The venera

Cntef Justiee, with a twinkle In his eye, which bes
tokened appreciation of the joke, but with a

grave face, quletly removed his glasses, an
abs=olute shienes of the spectators, sajd: ‘I have,

sellor, generally found in my experience that the
successful attorney entirely agrees with the Court.* "™

R R
THOSE FUNNY COLLEGE BOYS,
¥From The Philadelphla Record.

Kuowing the horror with which the avm
policernun regards a college student, several
versity of P-nnsylvanby students started out te
have some fun with the bluecoats on Thursday
night. They purchased a barber pole from & res
tiring tonsorial artist, and immediately upon -
ting possession of it dashed lke mad along wﬁ.
land-ave. Just ns they neared Fortieth-st,, a burly
bluceoat, seclng a chance to make his reputation,
commanded the supposed thieves to halt, w",k

elled
wa

out belng necused of anything they ¥
chorus:  “Wao didn’t steal the pole.  Indeed
didn't!?" This decluration naturally eaused the of-
ficer to think otherwise, and with drawn club
he marehed them off to the patrol box. After being
tiuken to the statlon-house under protest, they
produced the recelpt for the barber pole and were
allowed thelr liberty, much to the disgust of th
Not belng satistied with the success
thelr scheme thus far, the frolicsome students re-
peated thelr antics on Lancaster-ave, and were
again arrested, and proved thelr Innocence as bes
fore. After performing the same trick in other dis-
tricts thelr scheme wis discoversd by a police sep
ennt, who telephonod to all the stations tn Wi
hiladelphin  Instructions not to arrest any
geent running with a barber pole. This mysterious
order s vuuslnr much foud for thought by the
knights of the locus west of the Schuylkill.

- *
A SNAKE'S LONG JOURNEY,

From The Chlcago Chronicle.

A BMacksnake, measuring six and a hs
length and fve and a half Inches ufuu:r{hm
ent part of its body, was found colled around the
axle of & Baltimore and Ohlo SBouthwestern boxcar
in the company’s vards at JeMersonville, Ind., the
other morning. ‘The snake was first seen in the
Cincinnatl yards by Conductor Cole several hours
betore, and an effort was then made to kil fit,
but the reptile erawled (nto u hole leading to the
hoflow part of the wheel attached to the axle
was lost from view. The snake made the t
from Cinelnnatl to thin clty, a dis of
31:::. and did not scem in the least

s Al



